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	ABSTRACT TITLE: The Zika virus epidemic in Brazil. Report of some cases assisted in the Fernandes Figueira Institute - Rio de Janeiro - Brasil.
	ABSTRACT AUTHORS AND AFFILIATIONS: Dias MAB & Pereira Junior JPFernandes Figueira Institute / Oswaldo Cruz Foundation - FIOCRUZ
	ABSTRACT TEXT: In March 2015, Brazil notified the WHO of reports of an illness characterized by skin rash in northeastern states. From February 2015 to 29 April 2015, nearly 7000 cases of illness with skin rash were reported in this region. All cases are mild and there were not reported deaths. Of 425 blood samples taken for differential diagnosis, 13% were positive for dengue. Tests for chikungunya, measles, rubella, parvovirus B19, and enterovirus were negative. Zika was not suspected at this stage, and no tests for Zika virus were carried out. In May 2015: Brazil’s National Reference Laboratory confirms, by PCR, Zika virus circulation in the country. This is the first report of locally acquired Zika disease in the Americas. In the same month the Pan American Health Organization and WHO issue an epidemiological alert to Zika virus infection.In October 2015 Brazil reported an association between Zika virus infection and microcephaly. For neither event was a causal link proven. In February 2016, as infection moved rapidly through the areas occupied by Aedes mosquitos in the Americas, WHO declared that Zika infection associated with microcephaly and other neurological disorders constitutes a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). In the same month, local transmission of Zika infection had been reported from more than 20 countries and territories in the Americas.In the end of 2015 the Department of Obstetrics of Fernandes Figueira Institute began to follow patients that reportes being infected with Zika virus. A protocol for prenatal consults and Fetal Ultrasound was established. Fetal ultrasonography was performed in 42 ZIKV-positive women. Fetal abnormalities were detected by Doppler ultrasonography in 12 of the 42 ZIKV-positive women. Adverse findings included fetal deaths at 36 and 38 weeks of gestation (2 fetuses), in utero growth restriction with or without microcephaly (5 fetuses), ventricular calcifications or other central nervous system (CNS) lesions (7 fetuses), and abnormal amniotic fluid volume or cerebral or umbilical artery flow (7 fetuses). To date, 8 of the 42 women in whom fetal ultrasonography was performed have delivered their babies, and the ultrasonographic findings have been confirmed.


